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The current state of intellectual property protection of
Traditional Chinese medicine
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Table 1 patent applications of traditional Chinese medicine from 2012 to 2019
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2012 3021

2013 3443 14 %
2014 4535 32 %
2015 3796 16 %
2016 4791 26 %
2017 4883 2%
2018 5602 15%
2019 4657 17 %
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Table 2 categories of patent applications of traditional Chinese medicine
from 2012 to 2019

Voar patent of traditional | medicine made of two or

A Chinese Medicine more ingredients
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2012 3021 1809

2013 3443 2477

2014 4535 2703

2015 3796 2065

2016 4791 2395

2017 4883 2128

2018 5602 1659

2019 4657 1548
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Intellectual property Proctction of
traditional Chinese Medicine:

Problems and barriers
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llectual property protection and attitude of

tion FEZE T AR T A T B
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. Lack of understanding of the potential benefits of intellectual
property of traditional Chinese medicine
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Japan, Korea, the United States, Germany, France, Italy, the
United Kingdom, Canada and so on are the most frequently
asked countries for Chinese medicine patents.The number of
foreign applicants entering China through PCT international
application or directly applying to Chinais increasing. In
addition to the abovegsatural plant extracts, the application for
Chinese herbal compound is also on the rise.
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According to the statistics of Derwent world patent
database, only 37 of the 10943 Chinese herbal medicine
patents published in China have applied for patent
protection abroad, and 99.7% of the patent applications have
given up the right to control the foreign market.
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Viyth 2: the protection of technical secret
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Viyth 3: patent protection Is not suitable for

raditional Chinese medicine IN A EFAEI A EESH 24

VIyth 4: patent can not protect traditional Chinese medicine

ompound prescriptioniA A EFETFA T HEE T

VIyth 5: the domestic market is more important than the
International market for traditional Chinese medicine
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Intellectual property of
traditional Chinese Medicine
. Protection mode
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| "‘.":‘Patent protectlon of tradltlonal Chinese medicine H1%§ & B &R {RH

Trademark protectlon of traditional Chinese Medicine HFZjEitr R
Protection of origin and geographical indication of 2§ Er=H. HiIEAREKRH

traditional Chinese Medicine
Protection of Chinese medicine packaging design#Z5 /A3 & TR

Trade secret protection F& LA ZE R
Protection of national science and technology secrets B ZBlE b &£

Protection of copyright FE/ERK{RT




Patent application of traditional
Chinese Medicine
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1. Types of patent applications for traditional Chinese Medicine
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(1) Productinvention of traditional Chinese Medicine
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(1) New preparations that change the traditional route of
administration of traditional Chinese medicine, *b

B T 2t G T | ’I
(2) Effective parts and preparations extracted from {k<;s

natural medicines
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(4) Chinese patent medicines with

different dosage forms but no change
of administration route )
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(5) Compound preparation of Chinedk
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Preparation method and equipment of traditional Chinese
medicine tablet for treating coronary heart disease
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(1) Appllcatlon of newly discovered Chinese herbal
medicines in the preparation of drugs
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(2) The application of new medicinal parts of traditional
Chinese medicine in the preparation of drugs.
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(3) The appllcatlon Chinese patent medicine with
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